Little Snoring Parish Council


Clerk 
Joanna Otte, Little Manor, Thursford Road, Little Snoring, NR21 0JN  tel: 01328 822 366

Email: littlesnoringpc@googlemail.com 

Present: P Hall, S Harvey, M Kennedy, A Talbot, R Verrall (Chairman), L Wash, S Wills
Cc:  A Green (District Councillor), D Ramsbotham (County Councillor), 
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on

Monday 9 May 2016 at 7.30 pm in the Community Room on the Playing Field
Following the Annual Parish Meeting at 7 pm
MINUTES
Welcome

1. Ray Verrall was re-elected Chairman for the year.
	proposed
	SH
	seconded
	MK
	vote
	all


i. The new Chairman completed a declaration of office form.

2. Susan Wills was elected Vice-Chairman.
	proposed
	SH
	seconded
	MK
	vote
	all


i. All members completed a declaration of office form including acceptance of Code of Conduct.

3. Allocation of responsibilities 

i. Risk assessment of structures 

a. seats, notice board, village sign, bus shelter etc.: before each meeting (SH)
b. play ground equipment: weekly (condition of insurance cover) (Ian Riches) (check that record is maintained).
ii. Internal account checker. (SW)
iii. To confirm Internal Auditor: Stafford Snell (for the time being)
4. Policies to note / review

i. Code of Conduct (adopted 2012)
ii. Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities (came into effect April 2015)
iii. Standing Orders (reviewed Jan 2014)
iv. Financial Regulations (reviewed Jan 2014)
v. Annual Management / Financial Risk Assessment (updated May 2016) attached.
5. Apologies from PCSO J Robotham (SNT Fakenham).
6. Declarations of pecuniary interest by Councillors in any of the agenda items listed below.
7. Minutes of the previous Meeting (14 March) were approved and signed as a true record.
8. Matters arising: Progress on items from previous meetings for information or reminders only. Items not on this agenda requiring decisions will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

9. Police report: Burglaries x 2; Neighbour issues x 1; Highway obstruction x 2; Suspicious circumstances x 1; Personal Anti social behaviour x 1; Road Related offence (speeding) x 1.
Please can you remind your parishioners that because it is warmer weather to check doors and windows before going out for the day and we do not want to encourage opportunist to take advantages of people good nature.

10. The meeting was temporarily closed for Parishioners to express any concerns they may have and for District and County Councillors to report.
NCCllr D Ramsbotham
· The leadership at County Hall has just moved from the Rainbow Alliance to the Conservatives.

· The Budget has been fixed: managed to find £42 million of savings (increase in council tax, reduction in back office and a few changes to frontline services

· Will have to find more savings in the next two / three years.

· Working with the police in a campaign to encourage the public to report concerns for children and vulnerable adults.

· Parish Partnership Scheme will be open again this year for applications for 50:50 cost of highway improvements.

· Devolution Deal is still in discussion

NNDCllr A Green

· No rise in council tax

· Shared services with Yarmouth working well

· Big Society fund open for grant applications

· Call for sites for housing development although the District council has a five year supply.

Councillors asked for an explanation of the role of the District Councillor in relation to the Parish Council.

· A district council ward covers a number of parishes (Wensum Ward has 7 parishes)

· The District Councillor provides reports on District Council matters to the parish councils

· The District Councillors takes issues raised by the parish council on planning applications to the planning officer and can refer an application to the planning committee.

· Planning applications and objections have to fit in with planning policies. However it is possible for the planning committee to go against planning policy / recommendation of the officers. This can lead to an appeal which has cost implications.

· County Council Highways is one of a number of consultees.

· Invitation for all to attend a planning meeting at the District Council

The Chairman re-opened the meeting
11. Highways
i. Items to report
a. Low manhole covers on Kettlestone Road
b. Block ditch / drain on Kettlestone Road near The Warren
c. Road surface at The Croft in appalling condition
12. Parish Partnership
i. Award notice for SAM2.

ii. The letter of acceptance and Memorandum of Understanding were confirmed and signed.
13. Planning 
i. To consider applications received: 
a. Retention of caravan site at The Green Man ref: PF/15/1791 amended. Plans circulated. Response submitted 12 April 2016:
Little Snoring Parish Council has no objection to this retrospective application. However it would be appreciated if the caravan on the car park could be screen as it detracts somewhat from the look of the village.
b. Erection of twenty residential dwellings and associated works At Land adjacent to Kettlestone Road and north of Holt Road, Little Snoring ref: PO/16/05/07.  It was agreed to objects to this application which reduced the number of affordable homes to three.  However there would be no objection to the application if conditions were put in place that there would be no more than 20 dwellings on the site and that the affordable housing element would be a minimum of 20% of the total. A request would also be made that the affordable homes on the site are of mixed size including properties for larger families as in the previous application which referred to the housing need in the area.
ii. To note decisions made by NNDC: none
14. Financial Business:
i.  Balances on bank statements as:

	
	31/03/2016

	Business Saver Account
	£6,182.94

	Community Account
	£1,784.83

	
	£7,967.77


ii. To note receipts since the previous statement:  interest: £1.08; U3A: £50; Transparency Code Funding (joint application) £209: (£83.60 for Little Snoring, £83.60 for Great Snoring Parish Council and £41.60 for Kettlestone Parish Council).
iii. To note standing order / direct debit payments since previous meeting: 
a. Scooper Dooper: £81.25 for March
b. Salary and on-costs

iv. The following payments were approved
a. Arline Easton from the U3A Painting for Pleasure Group asked if the Parish Council would be able to pay for the purchase of a new folding table for the Community Room. It was agreed to cover the cost.
	to whom (details of payment)
	cheque no
	amount

	Joanna Otte (expenses)
	100650
	57.59

	Ian Riches (petrol for strimmer)
	100651
	6.67

	Norfolk Association of Local Councils (annual subs)
	100652
	137.48

	Came & Company (insurance premium)
	100653
	535.96

	Stafford Snell (internal audit)
	100654
	15.00

	Arline Easton (table for Community Room
	100655
	19.95

	Drains R Us (sewer clearing, locating sewage pipes to find manhole cover)
	100656
	420.00

	Jeff Stonell (materials for building up entrance path on Playing Field)
	100656
	18.00

	Total
	
	£ 790.65


v. To note that the employer’s contribution to the pension has increased 0.5% to 21%. The monthly standing order payment to Norfolk Pension Fund has been updated.
15. Accounts and Annual Return

i. The accounts (which have been checked by S Wills) were approved and signed. 

ii. To approve and sign audit form including annual governance statement. 

a. Annual Governance Statement was approved (see attached explanation of the annual governance statement and how the Parish Council meets its obligations).
b. Annual Account statement was approved.
c. The Internal Auditor, Stafford Snell states that ‘I have carried out the Internal Audit of Little Snoring Parish Council’s Accounts as required under the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations (S1 2001/8.17). The accounts are as usual well-kept and all other documentation is in order, consequently there are no points I wish to raise with the Parish Council. The Charity Trust fund which have been disclosed do not form part of this internal audit.

16. Presentation of the village and Reports
i. Health and Safety: S Harvey report (potholes etc see above)
a. Playground: seat and platform and bolt caps have been replaced. Thanks to I Riches.
b. Remedial works to matting and to entrance to playing field from The Croft (some materials purchased ready for work to begin).
c. Problem with fly-tipping of builder’s waste on playing field – put a warning notice in newsletter.
d. P Hall to strim round signs and plant more bulbs
e. It was agreed to purchase a larger dog bin to replace the old one on the way to the church. P Hall will install and move it closer to the bus shelter so that it is safer to use.
f. To note that the Primary School appeared to have won a competition to design dog waste signs. It was agreed to send a letter to the school praising the excellent initiative and also to contact the District Council to request more signs to put on the playing field and around the village.
ii. Churchyard maintenance
a. Community Payback Team are visiting on the last Sunday in the month and using the facilities in the Community Room (co-ordinated with Gill and Teg Davies).
17. Scarecrow Festival
i. Theme ‘Norfolk’. A Talbot to investigate cost of advertising banner. 
ii. Date of summer fete at school: Saturday 2 July 12 noon – 3 pm. L Wash to arrange stalls as last year. 
18. Community Room
i. To note that an application for a grant to cover the costs of improvements to facilities was submitted to Dudgeon Community Fund (heater – work completed, windows and doors – pending grant). The Clerk was asked to follow up with Mr Tompkins.
ii. To note that the Pre-School had blocked drains as last year which were cleared out by Drains R Us. The manhole cover on the corner of the car park (near the grit bin) had been buried under the bank. Drains R Us have quoted £550 + VAT to clear the manhole cover, raise to ground level and install a heavy duty lid and frame. S Harvey and I Riches will investigate further.
19. Correspondence: circulated as usual. 
20. Any other business for placing on the agenda for the next Meeting.
i. Low water pressure
21. To confirm date and time of next Meeting on Monday 11 July 2016  at 7.30 pm 
Parish Council meeting closed at 8.45 pm.

Meeting of Little Snoring Playing Field Association 

Following the Parish Council meeting on 9 May 2016
1. Minutes from the previous meeting were approved and signed.
2. Financial business

i. Balance in account for Lt Snoring Playing Field on 31 March 2016: £ 2,047.55
ii. Receipts: Little Snoring Pre-School: £15; recycling credits £64.34
3. Annual Accounts

4. Other business: 
Meeting closed at 8.55 pm
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Signed: ______________________  




Date____________

               Chairman


