Little Snoring Parish Council


Clerk 
Joanna Otte, Little Manor, Thursford Road, Little Snoring, NR21 0JN  tel: 01328 822366

Email: littlesnoringpc@googlemail.com website: http://littlesnoringparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/ 
Present: J Buck, M Kennedy (Chair), C Redford, A Talbot (Vice-Chair), 
and: S Aquarone (County Councillor)
Meeting of the Parish Council on

Monday 1 July 2019 at 7.30 pm in the Community Room
MINUTES
Welcome

1. Apologies from S Harvey, S Price and L Spanton were accepted.
2. Declarations of pecuniary interest by Councillors in any of the agenda items listed below.
3. Minutes of the previous Meetings (13 May) were approved and signed as a true record.
4. Matters arising: Progress on items from previous meetings for information or reminders only. Items not on this agenda requiring decisions will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.
5. The meeting was temporarily closed for Parishioners to express any concerns they may have and for District and County Councillors to report.
NCCllr Steff Aquarone reported:
Climate Emergency

I am now the Liberal Democrat spokesperson for the Climate Emergency and one of only two opposition members on the “Task and Finish” group on climate change. This group, set up in the wake of the Extinction Rebellion protests that led to all three parties putting forward motions on the environment at the last Full Council meeting, is considering what Norfolk County Council can do to deal with climate change. My current fear is that the Conservative-controlled group is unlikely to make any recommendations that it believes will not be accepted. However I would welcome your views on this, and on the subject of the Task and Finish group more broadly.
Children’s Centres Update
As you may be aware, there have been brutal cuts to Sure Start provision in Norfolk, and we are now beginning to see their proposed replacements take shape. The new service begins in October, and a ‘Service Level Agreement’ is currently being negotiated. Staff turnover has increased during this uncertainty, meaning that someone will have to foot the bill if agency staff are required to fill any gaps which remain come October. The closest remaining Hub for Melton Constable division is in Holt. I have been informed that this facility is currently undersubscribed, and that they would like the word spread that they have places available for September. To find out more about their service provision, visit their page on the Action for Children website. Finally, the Portage service which helps with transition for very young children requiring extra assistance before joining more formal settings, such as those with disabilities, has seen a large increase in demand, but no such increase in funding. Demand has increased 148%, but funding has remained at the same level.
The Chair re-opened the meeting
6. Highways: items to report
i. Give Way sign at the top of The Street has fallen over.
7. SAM2: Report: the unit has been moved from The Street to the A148
8. Planning 
i. Applications received: none
ii. Decisions made by NNDC
a. PF/19/0605: Demolition of existing lean-to extension and replace with new single storey side extension at Pightle Cottage, The Street. APPROVED
b. PF/19/0483: Proposed front extension at 17 Hares Close. APPROVED
c. PF/19/0726: Replacement of existing window to front elevation with bay window at 5 Manor Close. APPROVED.
9. Financial Business
i. The balances on bank statements as at 29 May 2019 were confirmed: 
Savings Account £11,395.12; Current Account £4,182.47
ii. Receipts since the previous statement: Drawing Classes £288; Cuppa in the Community £78.85; NNDC precept £4550 and council tax grant £211.
iii. Standing order / direct debit payments since previous statement: Anglian Water £10.00; Opus Energy £59.47; CGM grounds maintenance £574.70 Salary & on-costs.
iv. The following payments were approved
	to whom (details of payment)
	cheque no.
	Amount

	Joanna Otte (expenses)
	100776
	44.60

	British Recycled Plastic (walk through picnic bench)
	100777
	598.80

	NGF Play Ltd (Ball Wall)
	100778
	2570.40


10. Presentation of the village and Reports
i. Health and Safety: 
a. ‘No climbing’ signs for Community Room to be put up.
b. It was noted that the notice boards had been repaired. The one on Thursford Road needs to be moved and have new legs. The Clerk was asked to check with S Price if he had arranged for metal legs and if not to ask H Cleverly to repair the wooden legs.
ii. CGM extra grass cutting of verge at Two Oaks, Kettlestone Road. Although the request to include this was acknowledge by CGM the verge was not cut at either the beginning or end of June. The Clerk has now been assured that it would be cut this time (end of June).

iii. Planting around the village e.g. London Patch, the green at The Croft
a. To consider the way forward (as the grant application was unsuccessful). The issue of maintaining especially watering the planted tyres was discussed. It was thought that it might be better to clear the areas and plant with (wild) flower seeds.
11. Pocket Park Plus

i. Grant of £4,088.97 has been awarded by MHCLG (Communities and Green Spaces Team) via NNDC for

a. Ball Wall (sporting activities for teenagers and children): £3,060 (NGF Play). Installed
b. Walk-through picnic bench (to promote social inclusion and the enjoyment of fresh air): £499 from British Recycled Plastic: ready to put outside Community Room.
c. The remaining grant (excluding the £500 for evaluation) is £29.97
d. Rubbish bin (to prevent littering the environment): £134.97 (www.bin-shop.co.uk )
ii. To consider if it is necessary to purchase another litter bin. There is one between The Croft and the Playing Field and another (older one) near the Community Room. The volunteer who empties them on a regular basis thinks that a new bin is not necessary. It was decided to take the advice of the volunteer and not order another bin.
iii. To consider a request for a lower basket ball hoop to be added to the Ball Wall. The Clerk was asked to get a quote from the suppliers and to discuss the possible problems – e.g. children using a lower hoop to climb on the structure. It was suggested that it might be possible to ask MHCLG if the evaluation grant could be used to cover the cost as it was a request from ‘users’ following the installation.
12. Community Room
i. Cuppa in the Community: on third Monday in the month at 2.30 pm
Money raised is used to pay off the cost of the new kitchen cabinets and sinks (installed free of charge by Les Mitchell last summer). The total cost of the kitchen cabinets and sinks was £1,784. So far we paid off just over £609.84. Occasionally the Cuppa in the Community donates the day’s funds to a charity e.g. in November £100 was donated to the Poppy Appeal; in December £150 to First Focus in Fakenham; and in June £70 to Action for Children.

ii. Art and Crafts in the Community Room: 
a. Drawing classes with Glyn Rand were a great success. A further series is arranged for September – two alternating groups – black and white ‘beginners’ and coloured pencil for ‘advanced’.

b. Total grant received from NNDC £2,500. So far £978.82 has been spent and £494 has been received leaving a £2,015.18 in the kitty.
13. Correspondence: circulated as usual. 
14. Reports from Councillors and business for placing on the agenda for the next Meeting.
15. Next meeting of Parish Council is on Monday 9 Sept 2019  at 7.30 pm in the Community Room
The Parish Council meeting was closed at 8.09pm
Meeting of Little Snoring Playing Field Association 

Following the Parish Council meeting on 1 July 2019
1. Minutes from the previous meeting 13 May were approved and signed.
2. Financial business

i. Balance in account for Lt Snoring Playing Field on 30 April 2019 £2,066.64
ii. Receipts: Little Snoring Pre-School: £15 monthly rent.
3. Other business
i. Tree / shrub maintenance – the buddleia on the path to the Pre-School is a particular problem.
Meeting closed at 8.10 pm
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Signed: ______________________________  




Date____________

               Chair


